
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with its twin peaks … with a hollow in-between 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Note. 

 

This is the end of the article in the spring 2025 International Review 
of Science Fiction but H.G Wells would be correct as ‘Birkenhead 
being a huge extension of human power’ as it would not just be Jules 
Verne who would use Bidston Hill to drive the plot line of his novels. 

Another author would enter the stage, one who had compared 
Birkenhead to a ‘desert island’ in his Memoir of Fleeming Jenkin 
(1888) his name is Robert Louis Stevenson and his novel Treasure 
Island would use Bidston Hill and give further context to Jules Verne. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bidston Hill and Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island 
(1881). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Graham Balfour died in 1929 and despite being born in London and living 
in Staffordshire, strangely enough his express request was to be buried in his 
wife’s home town of Birkenhead. His wife died in 1958 and is buried with him. 

 

Sir Graham Balfour is buried at Flaybrick Cemetery on the flank of Bidston Hill, 
Birkenhead. Bidston Hill plays Spy-glass Hill in Stevenson’s 1883 classic novel 
Treasure Island (see later).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balfour would write Robert Louis Stevenson’s Official Biography in 1901. 

 

Liverpool 

Burial place of Sir Graham Balfour 



Indeed, Balfour’s grave is just 350 yards away from Bidston Windmill which 
‘plays’ the first of the ‘three tall trees’ in Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure 
Island.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burial place of Sir Graham Balfour Bidston Windmill (first tall tree) 

Bidston Observatory (secondtall tree) 

Bidston Lighthouse (third tall tree) 

 

The gravestone has been 
restored to an upright position 
thanks to help from the family of 
Sir Graham Balfour, The Friends 
of Flaybrick Memorial Gardens, 
The   Robert Louis Stevenson 
Society and local Birkenhead 
people.  

The inscription reads. 

  

And so. He bringeth them unto  

the haven where they would be.  

 



Bidston Hill, Birkenhead ‘plays’ Spy-glass Hill on Treasure Island. 

 

 

It is upon Bidston Hill, Birkenhead that Robert Louis Stevenson will complete 
probably the greatest metaphorical description in world literature as he 
consciously gives the reader clues that Spy-glass Hill on Treasure Island is 
actually Bidston Hill, Birkenhead. Here are the relevant final clues / quotes taken 
directly from the novel Treasure Island, as Stevenson proves a master of the 
metaphorical craft.  

 

Silver, as he sat, took certain bearings with his compass.     

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“There are three 'tall trees'” said he, “about in the right line from Skeleton 

Island. 'Spy-glass shoulder,'  

 

 

 

Bidston Hill, Birkenhead – the ‘Spy-glass shoulder’ with ‘the three tall trees’.  

First tall tree (Bidston Windmill)  

Second tall tree (Bidston Observatory) 

Third tall tree (Bidston Lighthouse 

Sheer above us rose the Spy-glass, here 

dotted with single pines, there black with 

precipices. 

Robert Louis Stevenson Treasure Island 

(1883). 

 

The dome of Bidston Observatory (The 

Spy-glass) on Bidston Hill, Birkenhead. 
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I take it, means that lower p'int there. It's child's play to find the stuff now. 

I've half a mind to dine first.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first of the tall trees was reached, and by 

the bearings proved the wrong one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bidston Windmill… the first of the tall trees.  
 

   

 

 

 

The third rose nearly two hundred 

 feet into the air above a clump of 

 underwood … 
 

 

So with the second 

Bidston Observatory… the second tall tree 

Bidston Lighthouse… the third tall 
tree above a clump of underwood 

clump of underwood 
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 … a giant of a vegetable, with a red column...   
 

    
 like the red sandstone column of Bidston Lighthouse. 
 

 

 

 

 … as big as a cottage...            

 

 like the lighthouse keeper’s cottage 
 

and a wide shadow around in which a company could have 

manoeuvred 

Like the Mersey Docks and Harbour Company who built 

Bidston lighthouse and of course were a company dedicated to 

‘manoeuvring’ ships in and out of the Port of Liverpool. Robert 

Louis Stevenson’s own grandfather wrote in detail about 

Bidston Lighthouse.  

 

It was conspicuous far to sea both on the east and west  
             

Bidston lighthouse is a fixed ‘half-light’ and is indeed 
conspicuous far to sea both on the east and the west. 
 

 

 

and might have been entered as a sailing mark upon 

the chart. 

 

Like the mariner’s chart showing Bidston lighthouse as 
the main sailing mark and light into the Port of 
Liverpool. 
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All was clear to probation. The cache had been found and rifled; the seven 

hundred thousand pounds were gone!  

 

Ben, in his long, lonely wanderings about the island, had found the skeleton—

it was he that had rifled it; he had found the treasure; he had dug it up (it was 

the shaft of his pick-axe that lay broken in the excavation); he had carried it 

on his back, in many weary journeys, from the foot of the tall pine to a cave he 

had on the two-pointed hill at the north-east angle of the island, and there it 

had lain stored in safety since two months before the arrival of the Hispaniola. 

 

                                            Robert Louis Stevenson Treasure Island (1883). 

 

Ben had found the treasure; he had dug it up, he had carried it on his back, in 
many weary journeys, from the foot of  the tall pine (represented by Bidston 
lighthouse) to a cave (represented by Wormhole Cave) he had on the two 
pointed hill (Wallasey Breck and St Georges Mount) at the north east angle of 
the Wirral Peninsula, and there it had lain stored in safety.  

 

 

 

Before us was a great excavation, not very 

recent, for the sides had fallen in and grass had 

sprouted on the bottom. In this were the shaft 

of a pick broken in two and the boards of 

several packing-cases strewn around. On one of 

these boards I saw, branded with a hot iron, the 

name Walrus—the name of Flint's ship.  

 

At the foot of Bidston Lighthouse (the third tall 
tree). 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the doctor had wormed this secret from him on the afternoon of the 

attack, and when next morning he saw the anchorage deserted, he had gone to 

Silver, given him the chart, which was now useless—given him the stores, for 

Ben Gunn's cave was well supplied with goats' meat salted by himself.  

                                            Robert Louis Stevenson Treasure Island (1883).  

 

When the doctor had wormed this secret from him Robert Louis Stevenson has 
now confirmed that Ben Gunn moved the treasure to Wormhole Cave New 
Brighton, with its salt encrusted walls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The full transcript of my dissection of Treasure Island can be found here…it is 

about a one hour read.  

The cave can only be Wormhole Cave 
in New Brighton. The only cave to the 
north-east of Bidston Lighthouse (the 
tall pine). 
 

 

 

 

 

The site of Wormhole Cave today, landlocked 

behind the New Brighton Championship Mini 

Golf.  

 

 

 

The walls of Wormhole Cave – encrusted 
with salt from Ben Gunn’s salted goat.   

 
The tall pine (Bidston Lighthouse) 

Wallasey Breck Hill 

St Georges Mount 
The Two Pointed Hill at the north east angle 
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40.-Robert-Louis-Stevenson-sets-his-classic-novel-Treasure-Island-in-
Birkenhead_compressed.pdf (julesverneandtheheroesofbirkenhead.co.uk) 

 

The main links between Robert Louis Stevenson and Birkenhead are through 

arguably his two greatest friends. Firstly, his lifelong friend and mentor, the 

engineer Fleeming Jenkin (who worked on telegraphic cables in Birkenhead in 

the 1850’s) of whom Stevenson wrote Jenkin’s biography in which he 

compared Birkenhead Docks to a ‘Desert Island’. 

  Secondly through Robert Louis Stevenson’s cousin Sir Graham Balfour, of 

whom Balfour lived with Stevenson of the South Pacific Island of Upolu, who 

wrote Stevenson’s biography, and who is buried on Bidston (Spy-glass) Hill, 

Birkenhead. 

 

This is all undoubtedly by design by two of the world’s greatest authors, Robert 

Louis Stevenson, who wrote an essay on Verne’s works after reading Verne’s 

Mysterious Island, and Jules Verne himself, who praised Stevenson’s Treasure 

Island and mentioned Stevenson and Treasure Island in his 1895 novel The 

Floating Island….that is because as we have seen, The Mysterious Island, The 

Floating Island and Treasure Island are all set in Birkenhead, as is Verne’s 

Journey to the Centre of the Earth.   

This is not coincidence and there is far more to tell.  

 

Thankyou 

 

John Lamb    cads.2la@gmail.com 

 

https://julesverneandtheheroesofbirkenhead.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/40.-Robert-Louis-Stevenson-sets-his-classic-novel-Treasure-Island-in-Birkenhead_compressed.pdf
https://julesverneandtheheroesofbirkenhead.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/40.-Robert-Louis-Stevenson-sets-his-classic-novel-Treasure-Island-in-Birkenhead_compressed.pdf
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A Statement from Birkenhead Member of Parliament Mick Whitley 

Concerning Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island and Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s Treasure Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


